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CYCLONE SEROJA — NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY RECOVERY COMMITTEE 
Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.50 pm]: Next week, on 11 April, marks 
12 months since tropical cyclone Seroja made landfall near Kalbarri, leaving a trail of destruction in the electorate 
of Moore from Binnu to Buntine and beyond. Every community has a remarkable story of those who dropped 
everything, despite the damage around them, and headed out, dodging downed powerlines and trees and negotiating 
debris, to check on others and offer assistance.  
Today, I speak of the Northampton community recovery committee, but there are glowing examples of kindness and 
compassion in the aftermath in many damaged communities. Within two days of the cyclone hitting Northampton, 
this five-person committee had swung into action, scooping up the locals and serving as their eyes and ears on the 
ground. Its members sourced generators from nearby Geraldton and liaised with the Australian Defence Force, the 
Northampton shire, government agencies and the Lord Mayor’s Distress Relief Fund, all the while being mindful 
of the mental health implications of the disaster. With the benefit of local knowledge, autonomy and flexibility, 
the Northampton community recovery committee was able to quickly respond to individual needs. Remarkably, 
it distributed more than $100 000, with 51 displaced households and other residents each receiving a $2 000 grant. 
These funds came entirely from private donations, and included $70 000 from the Buddhist Compassion Relief 
Tzu Chi Foundation.  
The Northampton community recovery committee has had an immeasurable impact in assisting the Northampton 
community to go forward with resilience and strength. I thank the committee and everyone who has contributed 
to the recovery effort, and offer my best wishes to all those affected by tropical cyclone Seroja. 
 


	CYCLONE SEROJA — NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY RECOVERY COMMITTEE
	Statement by Member for Moore


